
Activity in external markets
(2015 data)

Breakdown by geographical area

Building work 
in the economy

The building industry is represented by: 

• 409,500 companies; 
• 1,427,000 workers 
of whom 1,038,000 are employees 
	 and 389,000 are tradespeople; 
• and €126 billion ex VAT of building work

This is equivalent to: 

n 50% of industry
or
n twice the size of the banking and insurance sectors
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Structural work
€5.9 billion

Finishing work 
€2.7 billion

Value of completed building work 
€8.6 billion
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The production base Domestic market activity
Companies

Companies whose main activity is building
Employees

Workforce: 1,038,000 
Production

Building work: €126 billion
New builds

Estimated actual date (end of April 2017)

At the effective date

Breakdown by professional category

Distribution per sector

Engineers and related 
professionals

81,000

7.8%

Workers
759,000

73.1%

Staff,  
technicians  

and supervisors
198,000

19.1%

Structural 
work
321,000 
employees

30.9%

Finishing 
work

717,000 
employees

69.1%
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Excluding housing €49 billion 

H
ousing €77 b

illio
n  

New
€18 billion 

14.3%

Maintenance  
and improvement

€31 billion 

24.6%

Maintenance and 
improvement 
€44 billion 

34.9%

New
€33 billion 

26.2%

New: €51 billion  
Maintenance and improvement: €75 billion

Total: €126 billion
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372,000 housing starts
on 30,083,000 m2 of floor space started

Floor area

Number of dwellings

Individual
159,000

Individual
17,296,000 m²

Community
housing
213,000

Community
housing
12,787,000 m²

23,964,000 m2 of floor space started

Administrative
buildings

Industrial
and storage

buildings

Agricultural
buildings

Offices

Retail spaces

7,363,000 m2

6,206,000 m2

3,227,000 m2

3,278,000 m2

3,890,000 m2
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€126 billion 
ex VAT of 
construction 
work done by
1,038,000 employees
working in
409,500 companies*

0 to 10
employees

11 to 50
employees

51 to 200
employees

> 200
employees

0.21.3389.0

406

343

139 150

19.0

* Of whom 93,100 are self-employed or working as a micro-enterprise
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